The term Ethnobotany was first used by Harshberger (1895) and its scope was much elaborated later.
INTRODUCTION
The term Ethnobotany was first used [1] and its scope was much elaborated later. Ethnobotany, as an organized discipline of study in India, is rather young, just about five decades old. The first bibliography of Ethnobotany in India was published in the early eighties. The term Ethnobotany has often been considered synonymous with traditional medicines or with economic botany. In India alone, three traditional systems of medicines, namely Ayurveda, Siddha and Unani are distinguished [2, 3] . A comparative study of ethnomedicinal plants of Datia and Sheopurkalan provide very useful and interesting results. Because the concept of plant uses differs among different people, ethnobotany has become a more important subject. [4] presented comparative analysis of medicinal plants in traditional medicine in Italy and Tunisia. Hart Kimberly Hamblin [5] reported cladistic approach to comparative ethnobotany: dye plants of the South Western United State. Moerman et al. [6] studied a comparative analysis of five medicinal floras. Alfred Maroyi and Cheikh [7] conducted a comparative study of medicinal plants in rural areas of Namibia and Zimbabwe. Kimberly Hutton [8] presented a comparative study of plants used for medicinal purposes by the Creek and Seminole tribes.
Research Article (Open access)
Mallik et al. [9] presented a comparative analysis of medicinal plants used by folk medicinal healers in three districts of Bangladesh. Vanderbroek et al. [10] studied a comparison of traditional healer's medicinal plant knowledge in the Bolivian Andes and Amazon.
MATERIALS AND METHODS Study Area and Data Collection
The present research work was carried out in 19 [11] . The Sheopurkalan district is located in the North western part of Madhya Pradesh is the central province of India. It occupies 6606 sq. Km. out of 308,245 sq. Km. of Madhya Pradesh. It has 687,861 total populations, according to the census 2011. The Sheopurkalan district is lying between 25°15' and 25°45' N latitude and 76°22' and 77°64' E longitude [12] . Many plant species were collected during the study with informants in different villages. In cases where the informants were interviewed in their homes, the specimens of medicinal plants were collected shortly after the interview. The voucher specimens were collected with the help of informants and local people. The plant specimens were collected, dried, preserved and mounted on herbarium sheets. The voucher specimen numbers were assigned as EBH D and EBH S number. The voucher specimens were identified with the help of the flora of Madhya Pradesh and the flora of Upper Gangetic Plain [13] .
Semi structured Interview
In semi-structured interview method the informants were asked prepared questions about the use of plants. Some questions, which arose during the conversation were also taken into account [14] .
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
During the survey a total of 35 medicinal plant species were reported in Datia and Sheopurkalan districts. These plant species are useful for different diseases or ailments. The result of comparative study of medicinal plants reported from Datia and Sheopurkalan had shown in followed in Table 1 [15] [16] [17] [18] [19] [20] [21] [22] [23] [24] [25] [26] . 
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Analysis of inter-district variation in use of medicinal plants
During the comparative study of ethnomedicinal plant species it has been recorded a total of 35 plant species. As a result of comparative study it was observed that 12 plant species are used for the treatment of similar diseases or ailments in Datia & Sheopurkalan district whereas 23 plant species are used for the treatment of dissimilar diseases or ailments in both the study areas. The result is shown in Table 2 & Table 3 . 
CONCLUSIONS
The present study provides information on ethnomedicinal uses of plant species in Datia and Sheopurkalan districts. A total of 35 plant species belonging to 35 genera 26 families have been reported in both the study regions. Ethnomedicinally most important families are Papilionaceae with 3 plant species, Amaranthaceae, Myrtaceae and Euphorbiaceae with 2 plant species each. It shows that more plant species are used to treat dissimilar diseases while less number of plant species is used to treat similar diseases in Datia and Sheopurkalan districts. The reason of inter-district var iation in the use of medicinal plants may be geological isolation and dissimilarity of tribal clans. Furthermore, the over-exploitation of plant species for food, fooder, agricultural implements etc. may lead to the decline of these species from the regions. On the basis of present study some recommendation are made for sustainable development and conservation of ethnobotanically useful plant species, such as the people of Sahariya tribe of both the districts should be encouraged to cultivate the medicinal plants in their locality.
